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Section A (Reading) 

 

1.  Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow: 

 

For Punjabis, Baisakhi, which occurs on April 13 (and rarely on April 14), is the 

beginning of the year. It is also a harvest festival. 

 

The rabi crop is ready for harvest; the fields are lush green and heavy with the 

grains. It is a season of plenty. Naturally, the mood of the people in the villages is 

one of joy. What better thing to do than to celebrate, to sing and dance? 

 

That‟s what Baisakhi is all about. It is a community festival. The men and women 

dance the robust and energetic bhangra and gidda. 

 

People wear bright coloured traditional dresses for the festival. Traditionally the 

festivities take place on the banks of rivers. People eat rotis made out of freshly 

ground atta (wheat flour) along with the desi ghee and gud (jaggery). On the 

whole, it is a day of merry making and feasting. A bonfire is lit and dances are 

performed around it. 

 

For the Sikhs, Baisakhi also marks the beginning of the Khalsa movement. It was 

on this day, that the tenth Sikh guru, Guru Gobind Singh, initiated the Khalsa 

movement or the Sikh brotherhood in 1699. 

 

1.1  On the basis of your reading of the passage, complete the following 

sentences by choosing the correct option:                                                                    

(i)  Baisakhi takes place on ______________. 

       a. October 15                                             b. April 14 

       c. April 13                                                 d. June 20 

(ii)  For Punjabis Baisakhi is ___________________. 

       a. the end of the year                              b. the beginning of festival season 

        c. the end of the festival season              d. the beginning of the year 

(iii)  It is basically a ___________ festival. 

         a. harvest                                                 b. reaping 

         c. sowing                                                 d. gloomy 

(iv)  As this is a season of plenty, the people are ______________. 

         a. sad and gloomy                                    b. happy and joyful 

         c. laughing                                               d. always ready to fight 

(v)  The festive mood of Baisakhi is expressed by _______________. 



        a. working hard                                         b. singing and dancing 

        c. sleeping                                                 d. eating 

(vi)  The festivities traditionally take place _______________. 

         a. in the fields                                           b. in the woods 

         c. on the banks of rivers                           d. in the courtyard 

(vii)  The Khalsa Movement attributes its birth to _______________. 

          a. Guru Nanak                                          b. Lord Buddha 

          c. Lord Jesus                                            d. Guru Gobind Singh 

(viii)  The Founder‟s Day of Khalsa Movement is celebrated on ____________. 

           a. 16 April                                              b. 14 April 

           c. 13 April                                              d. 20 April 

(ix)  The word which means the same as „started‟ is _____________. 

         a. following                                               b. initiated 

         c. robust                                                    d. culmination 

(x)  The word which is the opposite of „modern‟ is ______________. 

        a. simple                                                    b. pretty 

       c. traditional                                              d. expensive 

 

2.  Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow: 

Kathak is the youngest of all dance forms existing in our country. It is found at its 

best in its traditional home at Lucknow and Jaipur. 

 

The inspiration for this dance comes from the „kathaks‟- the narrators of both 

divine and secular. They also danced as they sang. Thereby they beautified their 

story and gave it form to be seen with beautiful actions. 

 

In the Middle Ages when the Mughals, ruled over India, Kathak became the 

court-dance. It was deprived of the former inspiration which it had found in the 

devotional mood. The dancer was no longer offering her art to the temple deity 

as part of the rites of worship. But she exhibited it before a gathering of men who 

had come not only to watch the dance but also the dancer. The dance made the 

onlookers aware of the excellence of the dancer‟s accomplishments and the 

power of withstanding strain. 

 

Of all our classical styles, Kathak was mostly danced for the pleasure of kings. 

 

Kathak was preserved in its ancient classic purity in the families of „Maestros‟ like 

Kalka, Bindadin and their descendants. Madam Menaka took the first steps to 

make it popular once again.  

 

2.1  On the basis of your reading of the passage, complete the following 

sentences by choosing the correct option:  

(i)  The home of Kathak dance form is __________. 

     a. Agra                                                                          b. Mizoram 



     c. Lucknow                                                                  d. West Bengal 

 

(ii)  The birth of Kathak is attributed to ________________. 

        a. the wandering musicians of North India         b. tribal people 

        c. musicians                                                         d. the government 

(iii)  They sang of both divine and ____________ themes. 

          a. social                                                                     b. environmental 

          c. psychological                                                       d. secular 

(iv)  Kathak became the court-dance in the ___________ period. 

         a. Gupta                                                                      b. Mughal 

         c. Early                                                                        d. British 

(v)  Kathak is a _______________ dance. 

       a. western                                                                    b. salsa 

       c. jazz                                                                           d. classical 

(vi)  __________ was one of the Kathak maestros. 

       a. Zakir Hussain                                                         b. Ravi Shankar 

       c. Bindadin                                                                  d. Ravi Shastri 

(vii)  „Kathaks‟ were the narrators of ____________. 

          a. kathaks                                                                 b. fables 

          c. stories                                                                   d. tales 

 (viii)  _________________ is a suitable title for the passage. 

           a. Katha                                                             b. Kathak in Mughal Times 

           c. Kathak- A Classical Dance                               d. Kathaks 

(ix)  The word which means the same as „idol‟ is _________. 

         a. goddess                                                                 b. deity 

         c. god                                                                         d. Lord Shiva 

(x)  The word which means the same as „divine‟ is ____________. 

        a. important                                                               b. heavenly 

        c. beautiful                                                                 d. unnecessary       

 

Section B (Writing and Grammar) 

 

3.  Write a letter to your uncle thanking him for the lovely birthday present he 

sent you on your birthday in about 70-80 words.  You can use the hints 

given below and also add some of your own.                                                                                       

• You got what you wanted 

• You had been asking your parents for it 

• You appreciate the thoughtfulness of your uncle 

• You would have wanted him to come over 

• You hope he would be there the next time 

 

4.  Write a letter to your friend inviting him/ her to spend the coming winter 

vacation with you in about 70-80 words. You can use the following hints 

and also add some of your own.                                                                                              



• You will have a nice time 

• You will indulge in a lot of activities 

• You will complete your holiday homework together 

• You will learn new things 

 

5.  Write a paragraph on ‘A Walk by the Beach’ in about 50-60 words. 

 

6.  Identify the subject and the predicate in the following sentences: 

1.) I want a new car.  

2.) James is nice.  

3.) The sun is moving.  

4.) Max wrote the letter.  

5.) The letter was written by Max.  

6.) The farmers are plowing the field.  

7.) Billy Reynolds is an amazing baseball player.   

8.) The storm clouds are getting darker.  

9.) Dogs, cats, and turtles make the best pets.  

10.) The stern judge ruled that the defendant was not guilty.  

11.) Only I am able to know what I am thinking.  

12.) All of the townspeople ran from the burning building.  

13.) His broken leg will heal in three months.  

14.) The saber toothed tiger is a good example of an extinct predator.  

 

7.  Write the correct form of "to be" in present tense or past tense: 

“I ________(1.) going outside,” said Jerry.  

 

“Wait!” said Jerry‟s mom.  Don‟t forget to wear your jacket.  It ________(2.) cold 

out there.  

“But mom,” said Jerry. “I don‟t want to wear it.  I will be fine without it.   

Besides, it _____  _____ (3.) that cold today.”   

Jerry opened the door. The wind ________(4.) blowing and the trees 

________(5.) shaking. Leaves ________(6.) falling to the ground. He shivered a 

little and stood behind the door.  

“Jerry!” shouted Jerry‟s mom. “You close that door and get your coat young 

man.”  

“But mom!” said Jerry.  

“But what?” said Jerry‟s mom. “I don‟t understand why you don‟t want to wear 

your new coat. ________(7.) there something wrong with it?  

Jerry‟s face turned red. “No!” he said. “Nothing‟s wrong with it!” Then he covered 

his mouth with his hand.  

“Well then…” said Jerry‟s mom. “Why don‟t you want to wear it?”  

“Well, mom,” said Jerry. “I kind of…well…gave it away.”  

“You what?” said Jerry‟s mom. “You gave it away?”  

Identify the subject

Write the correct form of helping verb in present tense or past tense



“Yeah. But don‟t worry. It ________(8.) okay. I gave it to Marvin. And he really 

needs it.”  

 

“Why?”   

“Well, every time I see him, he looks cold. He ________(9.) always cold, actually. 

His parents cannot afford to buy him a jacket.”  

“Well, that ________(10.) a very nice thing for you to do, dear. But now 

what________(11.) you going to do without a jacket?”  

“I don‟t know. Maybe I‟ll wear my old jacket for a little while.”   

 

8.  Fill in the blanks with suitable prepositions: 

1.) Have you got any books ________ Indian history? 

2.)  The helicopter hovered ________ the palace. 

3.)  We are waiting ________ the guests. 

4.)  There aren‟t many apples ________ the tree. 

5.)  He was wearing a blue coat ________ his shirt. 

6.)  There is a small cottage ________ the lake.  

7.)  The plane flew _______ the city. 

8.)  Mount Everest is about 8000 metres _________ sea level. 

9.)  Many parts of this country are __________ sea level. 

10.)  They swam ________ the river. 

 

9.  Fill in the blanks with suitable conjunctions: 

1.)  ____________ he was not ready, we went without him. 

2.)  He asked me ______________ I had seen his keys. 

3.) I was angry __________ I had lost my way. 

4.)  Please wait here _____________ the manager arrives. 

5.)  He put on his coat ____________ went out. 

6.)  I called him many times, ______________ he did not answer my calls. 

7.)  ____________ you mend your ways, you will land in big trouble. 

8.)  ___________ she was angry, she said nothing. 

9.)  He had gone ___________ I arrived. 

10.)  ____________ they arrived, I was working in the garage. 

11.  He was tired ___________ he took some rest. 

12.  ___________ he works hard, he does not earn enough to make a living. 

 

10.  Fill in the blanks with suitable form of the verbs given in the brackets: 

1.)  The girl _______ to be a famous singer. (want) 

2.)  All children ___________ love. (need) 

3.)  Plants _________ water and sunlight. (need) 

4.)  My brother __________ in the army. (serve) 

5.)  Puppies ________ great companions. (make) 

6.)  Fire _________ and wind _________. (burn/ blow) 

7.)  The river ____________ into the sea. (flow) 


